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When May we Hope to Enter
Canaan?
It is not proposed to consider now the
time of entering the heavenly Canaan, but
the period when we as a nation may be per
mitted to enter the Canaan of rest and peace
and plenty.
There is a striking coincidence between
our history and that of the ancient Israelites.
Just before Moses ascended the mount to
die, we find him saying, (Deut. 4- ) “Ask
now of the days that are past since the day
that God created man upon the earth, and
ask from the one side of the heaven unto
the other, whether there hath been any such
thing as this great thing is?—Hath God
assayed to go and take him a nation from
the midst of another nation, by signs and
by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty
hand, and by great terrors, &c.”
And how remarkably has this event been
reproduced in our own times What a won
der-working Providence has been manifested in leading out our States, one by one,
and in leaving Lincoln and his counsellors
to pursue a course which has united the
heart of the South as one man. In this
way we were introduced into the wilderness,
our passage through which must needs be
dark, difficult and dangerous.
An inquiry arises here, exceedingly in
teresting to every one of us, how long will
this passage be? Let us go back to our
Israelitish brethren, and see if we can ob
tain any light on the subject. Their pas
sage was forty years. Will ours be as long?
We hope not. It was nobody’s fault but
their own in their case. They reached Kudesh-barnea on the borders of Canaan al
most at the outset of their course, but there,
for their rebellion, self will and stubborn-

